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Riley Awards Grant to Train Workers, Improve Skills, 

at Marengo County Plant
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $46,950 to help workers at a Demopolis company improve their skills and keep their company competitive.  The grant will be used to provide training for18 employees of Gulf States Paper Company to upgrade maintenance, troubleshooting and administrative skills.

“This training will make it possible for Alabama workers to develop more marketable job skills and earn increased income while helping their company increase productivity and compete more effectively in global markets,” Riley said.

Company officials say high demand for skilled employees has resulted in a shortage of qualified personnel to fill essential positions.  The training will enable them to develop and retain skilled workers, make the company more competitive in the forest products industry and reduce the pressure to relocate overseas.

Gulf States Paper is one of the nation’s largest suppliers of paperboard used to make cartons for food, cosmetics and other consumer goods.  The company opened its Demopolis facility in 1957 where it employs 500 workers.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Chuck Smith, control system supervisor, that the grant had been approved.  Gulf States plans to commit an additional $67,720 for the training.
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