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Riley Awards $310,000 to Battle Drugs in Tuscaloosa County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $310,000 grant to reduce violent crime and battle illegal drugs in Tuscaloosa County.

The grant will enable a multi-agency drug task force to continue undercover investigations and pursue dealers in an attempt to reduce illegal drug use.  The task force is a coalition of the Tuscaloosa County District Attorney’s office, the sheriff’s department, the University of Alabama Department of Public Safety and police departments in Tuscaloosa and Northport.

 “We must continue to aggressively pursue and prosecute drug dealers,” Riley said.  “I commend the task force in their efforts to reduce illegal drug activity.”

The task force also targets youth gangs and violent crime associated with drugs.  Task force officials estimate 80 to 95 percent of violent crime and half of the homicides committed in Tuscaloosa County are drug related.

Investigators with the task force also aid adjoining counties by gathering and sharing information on illegal drug activities.  This not only helps law enforcement departments in other counties that have limited resources, but also keeps those drugs from eventually filtering into Tuscaloosa County.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Tuscaloosa Mayor Alvin Dupont that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $10,133 have been committed to the program.
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