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Riley Awards $49,449 to Improve Skills

At Tuscaloosa County Business

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $49,449 to upgrade employee skills and prepare for the expansion of a Tuscaloosa County machining company.

The grant will enable 28 employees at Smith’s Machine Shop in Cottondale to receive customized training on how to boost production and consolidate the manufacturing process at the plant. The training will also enable Smith’s Machine Shop to receive certification necessary to compete for additional contracts.  The 30-year-old company supplies parts used in the manufacturing of automobiles.

“Training that strengthens Alabama companies benefits us all,” Riley said. “It increases productivity and profitability for companies, provides promotions and pay increases for employees and leads to a healthier state economy with more jobs for Alabamians.”

The training comes as the company is rebounding from an employee reduction and is planning to rehire workers and enlarge the plant. Smith’s Machine Shop will be eligible to compete for jobs with larger automotive and truck manufacturers as a result of the training. Employees who receive the training will also be eligible for promotions and pay raises.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Timothy W. Smith that the grant had been approved.  Smith is vice president of HWS Enterprises Inc., owner of the machine shop. The company will provide an additional $68,670 in salaries and benefits for employees during the training.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor. ADECA is administering the grant.
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