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Riley Awards $213,000 Grant to Fight 

Illegal Drugs in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $213,000 grant to the Pickens County Commission to support the 24th Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force’s efforts to combat illegal drugs in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties. 

“This program sends a strong message that trafficking and distribution of illegal drugs, and the violent crime that is often associated with drugs, will not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I commend local officials for their efforts to rid these counties of illegal drugs and I am pleased to award this grant.”

The multi-jurisdictional task force combines the investigative resources of law enforcement agencies in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens Counties and the circuit’s District Attorney’s Office and permits a single unit to enforce drug laws, identify dealers and investigate violent crimes.  Task force members believe the availability of officers devoted solely to drug and violent crime enforcement enhances intelligence gathering capabilities.

Officials say one of the most prevalent drug problems in the 24th Circuit is the growth of clandestine methamphetamine laboratories, often located in rural areas.  Last year, the task force dismantled 30 methamphetamine labs.  Because of the vast territory of the three-county area, officials say a coordinated response is needed.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Pickens County Commission Chairman William Latham that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $71,000 have been committed to the effort.
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