[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



For Immediate Release:








Contact:

Wednesday, June 30, 2004







Jerome Hand

Larry Childers

(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $285,611 to Assist Domestic Violence Victims

in Five Southwest Alabama Counties 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $285,611 to Penelope House to assist domestic violence victims in Choctaw, Clarke, Escambia, Mobile and Washington counties.

Penelope House provides a 24-hour telephone crisis hotline, counseling and support to victims of family violence in the five counties.  The shelter also provides vocational counselors who assist victims with preparations for employment interviews and job skill development.

“Victims trying to escape domestic violence need a safe refuge,” Riley said.  “The crisis intervention and counseling that Penelope House provides is vital to helping victims recover from the traumatic effects of abuse.”

A portion of the funds will be used in Mobile and Washington counties for Penelope House’s Court Advocacy Program.  The program helps victims understand their legal rights and provides support and guidance during court proceedings.

Court advocates review dockets and police reports and use crisis line referrals to identify victims who need services.  In addition, advocates help train law enforcement officers, emergency technicians and hospital personnel on how to best deal with cases involving domestic violence.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through programs of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Penelope House Executive Director Kathryn Coumanis that the grants had been approved.  Local matching funds of $71,403 have been committed to the program.
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