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Riley Awards Grant to Encourage Consistent 

Sentencing in Courts Across the State

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $81,760 to the Administrative Office of Courts to train judges and other criminal justice officials to apply voluntary sentencing standards developed by the Alabama Sentencing Commission.


The AOC will use the funds to conduct seminars on the standards at six regional locations.  Judges, district attorneys, defense attorneys, clerks, probation officers and other appropriate officials will attend the sessions.  The seminars will demonstrate how to apply the standards and properly document the decision process.

“These standards will promote consistent punishment of criminals convicted for similar crimes, yet allow judges to impose harsher or more lenient sentences when particular circumstances warrant” Riley said.

The implementation of the standards is mandated by the Sentencing Reform Act of 2003.  Judges are given accurate and reliable information pertaining to sentences imposed in Alabama over the last five years for certain felony offenses.  The judges must refer to the standards when making sentencing decisions and must complete and submit worksheets concerning their decisions to the AOC for ongoing data collection and analysis.

AOC officials say judges ultimately have the final say when imposing sentences.  It is expected that the standards will be applied in approximately 75 percent of cases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Randy Helms, administrative director of courts, that the grant had been approved.
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