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Riley Awards $75,000 to Strengthen Drug Enforcement

in Southwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $75,000 grant to the Mobile County Commission to support the operation of the South Alabama Narcotics Intelligence Program.

The program enhances the effectiveness of law enforcement agencies by improving communications and encouraging the continuous exchange of information concerning narcotics and violent crime.

“Law enforcement officers need a source of solid, reliable information to effectively fight drug trafficking and violent crime,” Riley said.  “This criminal intelligence network is a vital tool for law enforcement agencies and I am pleased to provide funds to assist this program.”

The program maintains a database 
on drug-related and violent crimes, which is submitted by and accessible to law enforcement agencies throughout the region.  The program also assists officers with complex investigations by offering analytical support and information regarding up-to-date trends in drug trafficking.  The program helps law enforcement agencies make communities safer by reducing the flow of illegal drugs into neighborhoods.

The network connects agencies in Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Dallas, Escambia, Marengo, Mobile, Monroe, Perry, Washington and Wilcox counties.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified commission president Mike Dean that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $25,000 will supplement the grant.
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