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Riley Awards $157,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs in Colbert County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $157,000 grant to ensure that the Colbert County Drug Task Force continues its fight against the illegal distribution and use of controlled substances throughout the county.


The 13-year-old task force is a multi-jurisdictional unit combining the efforts of the district attorney, the Colbert County sheriff’s office, and police departments in Cherokee, Leighton, Littleville, Muscle Shoals, Sheffield and Tuscumbia.  Its purpose is to identify, investigate and prosecute individuals and groups who distribute illegal drugs.

Riley commended the efforts of the task force to eradicate illegal drugs in the area. “Law enforcement in Colbert County is sending a strong message that the use and distribution of illegal drugs will not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to make these funds available in support of the task force.”

According to the district attorney’s office, 90 percent of homicides, suicides and violent crimes in the county are drug-related.  Task force officials hope to reduce drug-related violence by training agents to recognize new methods of manufacturing and distributing illegal drugs and increasing investigations of suspected drug traffickers.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  

ADECA director John Harrison notified Colbert County commission chairman James Bingham that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $52,333 have been pledged to the task force.
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