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Riley Awards $125,000 to Educate Motorists and Save Lives

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $125,000 grant to the Alabama Department of Public Health to conduct a traffic safety campaign to educate Alabama motorists and promote the proper use of seat belts and child restraints.

“Properly installed car seats save children’s lives and prevent injuries,” Riley said.  “Encouraging Alabamians to buckle up and educating parents about child safety seats will make our state’s highways safer for everyone.”

The traffic safety program is designed to increase awareness of the proper use of seat belts and child passenger safety seats through public information campaigns and educational contests for school children.

According to the Department of Public Health, traffic-related injuries are the leading cause of death for Alabamians under the age of 44.  The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports that three-quarters of child restraints are misused, thus reducing their effectiveness.  Research consistently demonstrates that seat belts are effective in reducing the number of automobile injuries and fatalities as well as limiting the severity of injuries.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the NHTSA.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Donald E. Williamson, state health officer, that the grant had been approved.
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