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Riley Awards $39,970 to Improve Employee Skills 

and Increase Production at Coffee County Plant 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $39,970 grant to improve employee skills, increase productivity and aid in the expansion of a Coffee County food processing plant.

Sixty-five employees at Kelley Foods of Alabama Inc. will receive training in a number of areas designed to enable the Elba company to boost efficiency, expand its market and enhance growth.

Kelley Foods is a family-owned meat and food processing plant and distribution company that has been in business since 1957. The company produces cured and fresh meats and more than two dozen other types of foods for markets in southern Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and the Florida Panhandle. Upgrading employee skills will assist Kelley with its plans to enlarge its plant and expand production.

“I am pleased to support training that provides Alabama workers with enhanced skills that will benefit them, their company and their community,” Riley said.

The training will increase opportunities for the company to promote employees, increase wages, reduce job turnover and create additional jobs. The Gulas Group of Madison, Ala. will provide on-site and classroom training.  Kelley Foods has committed $41,915 to cover employee wages and benefits during the training.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Erik Ennis, human resources manager at Kelley Foods, that the grant had been approved.  ADECA is administering the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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