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Riley Awards $48,750 to Train Workers,

Improve Production at Bessemer Company 

MONTGOMERY—A Jefferson County company has been awarded a $48,750 grant by Gov. Bob Riley to improve employee skills, streamline production and increase efficiency.

The grant awarded to Southern Store Fixtures Inc. in Bessemer will enable 110 employees to receive specialized training designed to make the company more competitive. The 24-year-old, family-operated business designs and manufactures refrigerated merchandizing displays.

 “I am pleased to support training that provides Alabama workers with additional skills that will benefit them, their company and their community,” Riley said.

 The yearlong instructional program, conducted by the Alabama Technology Network in Auburn, will train employees to perform their jobs more efficiently by consolidating production and reducing down time.  The company has committed $49,129 to cover employee wages and benefits during the training.

The company, in conjunction with the training, is restructuring its manufacturing area to provide more efficient use of floor space.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Gary Eiswirth, quality and safety manager at Southern Stores Fixtures, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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