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Riley Awards $85,651 to Assist Families of Homicide Victims
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $85,651 to the Family Services Center in Huntsville to assist family members and survivors of homicide victims in 13 north Alabama counties.  The center provides grief counseling, crisis intervention and education to families who have lost a member to homicide.

The Family Services Center serves Colbert, Cullman, DeKalb, Franklin, Jackson, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Morgan and Winston counties.  Local matching funds of $21,413 have been pledged to the program.

“The Family Services Center offers specialized services that are vital for the support and healing of survivors,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this program to help Alabamians who are struggling to reconstruct their lives following the loss of a loved one.”

Services are provided free and a specially trained advocate attends court proceedings to assist survivors.  The advocate also helps file crime victim’s compensation forms and assists survivors in returning to work, school or family life.

Children who have witnessed the murder of a parent or sibling are helped through involvement in interactive therapy, mentoring programs and a bereavement support group.  To improve victim services, the center educates mental health professionals, clergy, law enforcement officials, medical personnel and others who provide assistance to victims.

  Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice and he has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Debra Traughber, president of the center, that the grant had been approved.  
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