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Riley Awards $1.9 Million Grant for Job Training Program
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $1,991,720 to provide employment services for eligible persons in 35 counties to enable them to support themselves and their families.  The grant to the Easter Seals Consortium will fund job-related testing, training and support services through a network of five Easter Seals affiliates.

“Every Alabamian should have the opportunity to develop the skills and abilities they need to be independent and productive,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support this effort to help more people move from public assistance to self-sustaining employment.”

The consortium’s welfare-to-work program is open to individuals who are past or current recipients of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.  Other eligible persons include parents who meet financial eligibility requirements and young adults, age 18 to 25, who no longer qualify for foster care due to age.

The program provides employment services, counseling, job development and case management.  These services will help participants identify their vocational options, develop employment goals and obtain employment.

The project includes Easter Seals affiliates in Montgomery, Muscle Shoals, Opelika, Selma and Tuscaloosa.  Services are available to participants in the following counties: Autauga, Bibb, Butler, Bullock, Chambers, Chilton, Colbert, Conecuh, Coosa, Crenshaw, Dallas, Elmore, Fayette, Franklin, Greene, Hale, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Lowndes, Macon, Marengo, Marion, Montgomery, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell, Sumter, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Wilcox and Winston.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Larry Johnson, administrator for the Easter Seals Consortium, that the grant had been approved.
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