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Riley Awards $190,000 to Fairfield to Fight Illegal Drugs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $190,000 to battle illegal drug use and distribution in Fairfield, Hueytown and Pleasant Grove. The funds will support the continued work of the Multi-Agency Drug Enforcement Team.

Riley said tough enforcement is necessary because drug-related violence and crime pose serious threats to the health and safety of communities.

“This program sends a strong message that trafficking and distribution of illegal drugs, and the violent crime that is often associated with drugs will not be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I commend local officials for their efforts to rid their communities of illegal drugs and I am pleased to award this grant.”

MADET works to reduce illegal drugs and drug-related violence in neighborhoods, public housing developments and schools.  Task force officials say municipal law enforcement agencies do not have the resources to combat the growing drug problem on their own.  Participation in the multi-jurisdictional task force gives cities access to combined resources and manpower and the ability to pursue drug investigations.

The grant will enable MADET to increase street interdiction programs and target high crime and drug areas.  Undercover operations will be conducted to gain access to those who distribute illegal drugs and the task force will work with patrol officers to identify persons involved in criminal activity.  The drug unit also will provide drug awareness training for schools, churches and civic groups.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Fairfield Mayor Charles Willis Sr. that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $63,333 have been committed to the operation of the drug enforcement team.
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