[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



For Immediate Release:








Contact:

Tuesday, June 29, 2004








Jerome Hand

Larry Childers

(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $55,735 to Help Blount County Child Abuse Victims
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $55,735 to the Blount County Children’s Center to assist victims of crime.  The center offers individual and group therapy to victims of child abuse and to non-offending family members.

The center provides crisis counseling to child abuse victims and makes books and videos available to victims to assist their recovery.  The center also intervenes during the investigative process of a case to limit the number of interviews for children.

The center also has programs that help adults who were molested as children, domestic violence victims and victims of other traumatic crimes.  

“Victims of traumatic crimes need and deserve professional treatment and assistance,” Riley said.  “The Blount County Children’s Center not only helps victims, but also works to prevent abuse.  I commend the staff for the services they provide and I am pleased to support this program.”

The center offers support services to law enforcement, prosecution, medical and social services representatives who meet at the center to review child abuse cases and to coordinate therapy, investigation and prosecution.

Center therapists receive continuing education training in child abuse intervention and treatment methods to help them better serve victims and their families.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified the center’s board president, Michelle Humphrey, that the grant had been approved.  The grant will be supplemented by $13,934 in matching funds.
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