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Riley Awards $100,000 to Enhance Employee Skills 

and Increase Production at Two Birmingham Companies 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $100,000 in grants to upgrade employee skills at two Birmingham manufacturing firms.

Riley awarded Ogihara America Corp. and VAE Nortrak $50,000 each to train more than 400 employees at the two plants to boost production, consolidate manufacturing processes and strengthen the abilities of the companies to compete and grow. Ogihara America is a tier one supplier for automobile manufacturers. VAE Nortrak manufactures equipment for the railroad industry.

“Training that strengthens Alabama companies benefits us all,” Riley said. “It increases productivity and profitability for companies, provides promotions and pay increases for employees and leads to a healthier state economy with more jobs for Alabamians.”

 In addition to increasing skills for the 311 employees of Ogihara America, the training will enable the company to broaden its line of products and expand its market. The company manufactures body components for Mercedes Benz, Nissan, Saturn and other automobile makers. Ogihara will spend an additional $88,571 for the training.

VAE Nortrak is providing an additional $58,224 to train its 126 employees. The manufacturer supplies 40 percent of the railroad switching mechanisms in North America.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Danny Collins, executive manager of associate relations at Ogihara America and Bob Andress, general manager of VAE Nortrak, that the grants had been approved.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor. ADECA is the administering agency for the grants.
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