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Riley Awards $42,500 for Employee Training at Sylacauga Plant 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $42,500 grant to improve employee skills, streamline production and make a Talladega County manufacturer more competitive.

The grant will enable 36 employees of Merryweather Foam Inc. in Sylacauga to receive specialized training that will enable the plant to reduce its costs and successfully compete with other companies.

 Merryweather Foam manufactures custom-designed foam parts used in insulation, cushioning and packaging. The company produces products for the automotive, aerospace, building, medical, electronic and computer industries and the military.

 “This grant will provide workers with the necessary training to improve their skills and help make an Alabama company more competitive,” Riley said.

The yearlong training will be conducted at the plant by the Alabama Technology Network Center in Alexander City. The training is in conjunction with the company’s decision to upgrade its plant with computerized production equipment. Merryweather has committed $48,700 as its share of the training cost.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Bellaire K. Riley, Merryweather vice president of sales and marketing, that the grant had been approved.

The governor awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.
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