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Riley Awards $540,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs

and Crime in Rural Areas 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $540,000 grant to carry the battle against illegal drugs and violent crime into less populated areas of Alabama.

The grant to the state Department of Public Safety will enable its investigative division, the Alabama Bureau of Investigation, to assist law enforcement agencies, particularly in rural areas and small towns.  ABI will work with local agencies to prevent the sale and use of street drugs and to discourage violent crimes that accompany drug trafficking.

“Even the smallest towns and most isolated locations in Alabama must confront illegal drugs and violent crime,” Riley said. “This grant will provide rural law enforcement agencies with valuable assistance, expertise and tools to help them reduce and eliminate those illegal activities wherever they exist.”

Funds will be used to provide the manpower and resources necessary to improve police response, solve cases and make arrests. In addition, ABI will provide several programs for its officers and also law enforcement agencies investigations and collecting forensic evidence.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Public Safety Director W. M. Coppage that the grant had been approved. An additional $180,000 through other sources has also been committed to the project.

The grant was awarded from funding made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.
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