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Riley Awards $87,320

for Mobile Juvenile Crime Prevention Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $87,320 grant to deter juvenile delinquent behavior by providing direct services and assistance to Mobile’s at-risk juveniles.  The funds will be used by the city to continue the police department’s precinct-based, family support unit.

“Professional assistance and early intervention are essential to correct inappropriate behavior and help at-risk children avoid a life of crime,” Riley said.  “I commend officials with the Mobile Police Department for their work with juveniles and I am pleased to provide funding for the continuation of this program.”

The Strickland Youth Center Initiative utilizes family intervention professionals who work at the precinct level to identify and intervene in cases involving at-risk children and families.


A juvenile probation officer and a family intervention specialist, together with police officers, form a family intervention team that works to deter delinquent behavior among at-risk juveniles.  Professional counselors and social workers get referrals from police officers concerning families in need of assistance and they often accompany officers on patrols.

City officials believe that the professional assistance offered by the family support unit helps prevent future criminal conduct and at the same time frees police for other duties.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director, John Harrison, Mobile Mayor Michael C. Dow that the grant has been approved.
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