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Riley Awards $299,233 to Reduce Juvenile Crime in Mobile County  

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $299,233 grant to continue a Mobile County program that has proven successful in discouraging juveniles from repeating criminal offenses.

The program provides specialized and individual help for juveniles who have committed offenses and has resulted in reducing the number of Mobile County youth who must be sent to facilities of the Alabama Department of Youth Services.

“This program saves money for Alabama taxpayers by minimizing the number of juveniles incarcerated in state facilities and it deters juveniles from committing additional, and often more serious, offenses,” Riley said.

The program, operated by the Boys and Girls Club of South Alabama Inc., combines weekly monitoring and follow-up visits with counseling and specialized treatment. Probation officers, counselors and case managers work as a team to ensure that juveniles receive adequate guidance and monitoring.

County officials credit this program with a significant reduction in the number of juveniles committed to state facilities. In 1997, 316 youth were sent to facilities compared to 101 in 2002. 

  
 Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA director John Harrison notified Mike Dean, president of the Mobile County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $33,248 is being added to the grant.
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