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Governor Awards $59,175 to Improve Safety in Local Jails

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $59,175 to improve safety at city and county jails across the state.  The grant to the Alabama Sheriff’s Association will be used to train new jailers and correctional officers in an effort to help local officials better manage overcrowded facilities.

“We must make our best effort to ensure the safety of local correctional officers and help them maintain order,” Riley said.  “I commend the Alabama Sheriff’s Association for the assistance it provides to city and county law enforcement agencies and I am pleased to provide these funds.”

 The association will use the grant to train more than 100 new correctional officers in basic jail management.  Association officials believe increasing staff-to-inmate ratios will decrease the occurrences of inmate escapes, suicides and gang activities.

Funds from the grant also will be used to assist sheriffs, police chiefs, county commissions and city councils that are planning expansions or renovations of existing jails or construction of new facilities.  The association will evaluate new detention equipment and monitor correctional, medical and mental health programs to help ensure optimal facility conditions for safety and order.  Matching funds of $19,725 will supplement the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified Robert D. Timmons, ASA executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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