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Riley Awards Grant to Develop Community Corrections 

Plans in Six Central Alabama Counties

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $39,240 to the Montgomery County Commission to help expand community-based corrections programs for non-violent criminals who otherwise might be sentenced to jail.  The grant will be used to duplicate Montgomery County’s successful programs in Autauga, Butler, Chilton, Crenshaw, Elmore and Lowndes counties.


County officials say the programs will help offenders resist the urge to repeat criminal behaviors, reduce substance abuse by offenders through testing and treatment, and increase collection of court ordered fines, fees and restitution payments.


“These programs not only provide relief to an overcrowded justice system, they also help prepare and rehabilitate criminals so they can become law-abiding members of society,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide funds to expand this innovative program.”


The commission will work with The Sentencing Institute at Auburn University Montgomery to assess local jail populations, determine what types of community corrections services are most needed and draft plans to implement the services.  Programs include community service work, electronic monitoring and jail and prison diversion.  Local matching funds of $13,080 will supplement the grant.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA director John Harrison notified commission chairman Bill Joseph that the grant had been approved.
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