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Riley Awards $125,000 to Create New Jobs in Butler County   

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $125,000 grant to help bring up to 30 new jobs to Butler County.  

The Community Development Block Grant will fund improvements to a Georgiana building that will be used by Auto Electronic America Corp. The company will manufacture and supply automobile components to the new Hyundai manufacturing facility in Montgomery.

“These new jobs will be a significant boost to an area of Alabama that has suffered from plant closings,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this assistance and I am hopeful that it will lead to more good economic news for Butler County.”

Auto Electronic will employ 20 people in 2005 and plans to add another 10 jobs by 2007. The company will manufacture electronic and sensor devices, mobile communication and optical network components. The products will be provided to Hyundai supplier companies and directly to Hyundai.

The grant will be used to provide sewer services and expand parking.  The building is owned by the Georgiana Industrial Development Board and will be leased to Auto Electronic. The improvements are part of a $1.5 million investment by the city. A 10,000-square-foot addition and a loading dock are being added to the existing 7,500-square-foot building.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Lynn Watson that the grant had been approved. 
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