
How to Create a FIRMette Map 

1.  Go to https://msc.fema.gov/portal.  It should look like the picture below. 

 

2. Enter an address associated with your project so that you may more easily locate your project area. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal


 

This should be the result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Click the “View Map” button as shown above.  A new window should pop up and this should be the result. 

 

4. Use the “Zoom” tools, highlighted in red in the above picture, to locate your project (this takes time, project area 

highlighted in yellow).  Once you’ve located your project area, click on “Make a FIRMette”.  The next picture should be 

the result. 



 

The “creator” tools are highlighted in red.  They are used to create the “map”.  Three steps are used to create the map. 

 1. Select your paper size.  8.5”x11” is the default.  So you shouldn’t have to do anything unless you change paper 

 size. 

2. Select and move areas.  The three highlighted areas (1 pink, 2 green) are the areas that will appear on your 

map once it’s been created.  The buttons under the “Select & Move Areas” section (green arrow) switch 

between the different areas.  The area has to be selected in order to be moved.  The “Print Area” is selected by 

default.  Left click and hold the box and move it into place over your project area.  Below should be the result.  

(One piece of advice, the scale & North arrow are never centered in the box (red arrow).  In order to have it 

display correctly on your map you will need to switch to the “Select & Move Areas” button to the “Scale & North 

Arrow” button.  It takes the computer a minute to make the switch.  The box over the North arrow will be 

highlighted pink now.  Use the zoom features to magnify your view and maneuver the scale and north arrow 

into the middle of the box.) 



 

 3. Create the FIRMette by clicking the “Adobe PDF” button.  This should be the result. 

 



5. Save your FIRMette to your computer by clicking the “Save your FIMRette” button (green arrow above).  A .pdf of 

your map will be saved to the location you indicated.  At this point all that is left is for you to “flag” your project area by 

labeling it on the map (be sure to show the limits of the project if it is not a single address (i.e. waterline replacement, 

road paving, etc…).  Do the best you can with the skills you have.  Below is only an example of what CAN be done, NOT 

what HAS to be done. 

 

Project Area 


