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                                                  DETERMINING THE LEVEL OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW for ESG PROJECTS


	ESG ACTIVITIES
	LEVEL OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

	Category
	Eligible Activities
	Exempt
	Categorically Excluded:

Not Subject to §58.5
	Categorically Excluded: 

Subject to §58.5 

(Also subject to § 58.6)
	Environmental

Assessment 

(An EIS may be required if the project meets any of the conditions in § 58.37)

 (Also subject to § 58.6)

	
	
	24 CFR 58.34
	24 CFR 58.35(b)
	24 CFR 58.35(a)
	24 CFR 58.36

	1
	Administrative Costs

24 CFR 576.21(a)(5)
	Staff to operate the program, preparation of progress reports, audits, and monitoring of recipients.
	(
	
	
	

	2
	Essential Services

24 CFR 576.3
	Includes services concerned with employment, health, drug abuse, or education, and may include assistance obtaining permanent housing; medical and psychological counseling and supervision; employment counseling; nutritional counseling; substance abuse treatment and counseling; assistance in obtaining other Federal, State, and local assistance; other services such as child care, transportation, job placement and job training; and staff salaries necessary to provide the above services.
	
	(
	
	

	3
	Homeless Prevention Activities

24 CFR 576.3
	Short-term subsidies to defray rent and utility arrearages for families that have received eviction or utility termination notices; security deposits or first month’s rent to permit a homeless family to move into its own apartment; mediation programs for landlord-tenant disputes; legal services programs for the representation of indigent tenants in eviction proceedings; payments to prevent foreclosure on a home; and other innovative programs, and activities designed to prevent the incidence of homelessness.  
	
	(
	
	

	4
	Operational Costs

24 CFR 576.21(a)(3)
	Payment for shelter maintenance, operation, rent, repairs, security, fuel, equipment, insurance, utilities, food and furnishings (not more than 10% of the grant amount can be used for costs of staff).  
	
	(
	
	

	5
	Renovation/ Major Rehab/

Conversion

24 CFR 576.3


	Renovation or major rehabilitation of a building

as a shelter; or conversion of a non-residential

building to a shelter. 

Note: Lead-based paint work is a renovation/rehab/ conversion activity.
	
	
	(
A categorical exclusion applies if all three criteria are met:

Costs are less than 75% of the replacement value of the building after rehabilitation;

and

Unit density is not changed by more than 20%;

and

There is no change in land use (e.g., from non-residential to residential). 

	(
An EA is required if any one of the three criteria are triggered:

Costs are 75% or more
 of the replacement value of the building after rehabilitation;  

or

Unit density is changed by more than 20%;

or

There is a change in land use (e.g., from non-residential to residential).


