CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PROCESS
Summary of Public Comments with AHFA Responses to
2016 National Housing Trust Fund Allocation Plan, Amendments to the Five-Year Consolidated
Plan, One-Year Annual Action Plan and the 2016 HOME Action Plan

As part of the Citizen Participation Process, notices of the Public Hearing and the 30-day public
commenting period for the 2016 National Housing Trust Fund Allocation Plan for the State of Alabama,
Amendments to the Five-Year Consolidated Plan, One-Year Annual Action Plan and the 2016 HOME
Action Plan (Plans) were published in the Birmingham, Huntsville, Mobile, and Montgomery newspapers.
The Alabama Housing Finance Authority (AHFA) emailed more than 1,200 notices of the draft Plans’
availability to interested parties, requesting that they present oral comments at the Public Hearing held on
Monday, June 27, 2016, at 10:00 a.m., CST, at Auburn University of Montgomery, or submit written
comments regarding the proposed Plans by July 26, 2016. During the designated commenting period,
AHFA received comments from six (8) individuals and organizations that comprised of twenty (22) total
comments. AHFA has prepared formal responses to these comments and has revised the Plans where
appropriate. Please see the attached Summary of Public Comments and AHFA Responses. The Plans will
be available for review in their entirety at the following AHFA website link:

http://www.ahfa.com/multifamily/allocation application info/current-year allocation plans.aspx

AHFA wishes to thank the many individuals and organizations who provided comments during the
commenting period. As the administrator of the Plans, AHFA’s goal is to develop written criteria for the
Plans that will provide equal access to different types of affordable housing developments, which include
but are not limited to: various construction types (new construction, acquisition and rehabilitation, adaptive
reuse, etc.); diverse target populations (family, elderly, disabled, handicapped, mobility or sensory
impaired, homeless etc.); and geographical characteristics (rural, metropolitan, qualified census tracts,
distressed areas, etc.). Inattempting to reach varied needs and population types across the state, our greatest
challenge is to develop a fair and balanced allocating methodology with the intent to ensure that all
applications, regardless of the targeted population and construction type, will have a fair chance of
competing during each cycle for funding.

The following is summary of substantive changes made to the Plans based on all comments received;
however, other changes were made to the Plans consisting of language clarifications, and the replacement
or reorganization of certain sections of text to provide further explanation of the requirements and program
guidelines. A detailed summary of all comments received during the commenting period along with
responses by AHFA can be found in their entirety at the following AHFA website link:

http://www.ahfa.com/multifamily/allocation_application info/current-year allocation plans.aspx

2016 HTF Plan

e  Minimum Number of Proposed Units (Section H. page 4): The four (4) unit minimum restriction
for a single proposed development was removed from the HTF Plan.

e Applicant Capacity (Section I.1.b, page 6): Applicant Capacity was changed to fifteen (15) points
for applicants that describe their strategy and have capacity for addressing homeless and/or ELI
population problems specifically for veterans. Ten (10) points will be awarded to applicants that
describe their strategy and have capacity for addressing homeless and/or ELI population housing
problems.




Amended 2015-2019 5-Year Consolidated Plan

No Substantive Changes.

Amended 2016 1-Year Annual Action Plan

No Substantive Changes.

2016 HOME Action Plan

e Uses of HOME Funds: (Section IILF, page 10-11): The 2016 HOME Allocation amount was
amended by HUD from $8,121,398 to $8,106,352.

Included is a chart (2016 National Housing Trust Fund Allocation Plan/Amendments to the 2015-2019 Five
—Year Consolidated Plan/ and the Fiscal Year 2016 One-Year Annual Action Plan / and the 2016 HOME
Action Plan Summary of Public Comments and AHFA Responses) which documents the Plan section,
section reference, page number, commenter’s name and company, and excerpted comments received along
with AHFA responses inclusive of recommended revisions to the draft Plans. Again, please note that the
comments and any recommended revisions are in an excerpted form. Once the final Plans have been
formally approved, we strongly encourage each reader to review the final Plans completely to view any
changes made by AHFA in their full context.
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