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Local Alabama leaders complete regional leadership development program

Chairman Masingill: “We charge these graduates to return to their communities to lead and transform the Delta region.”
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From left: Federal Co-Chairman Chris Masingill, Sam Greene, Leroy Hurt, Ron Sparks, Lynn Boyd, Alternate Federal Co-Chairman Mike Marshall, Donald Mills, and Austin Monk

LITTLE ROCK, AR – Five community leaders from Alabama have successfully completed the Delta Leadership Institute Executive Academy, a leadership development program for regional leaders sponsored by the Delta Regional Authority and administered by The University of Alabama.

· Lynn Boyd – Troy University – Montgomery, AL
· Leroy Hurt – University of Alabama College of Continuing Studies – Tuscaloosa, AL
· Donald Mills – University of West Alabama Small Business Development Center – Livingston, AL
· Austin Monk – Washington County Economic Development Initiative – Chatom, AL
· Ron Sparks – Alabama Rural Development Office – Montgomery, AL
Participants received their "Award of Completion" on July 11, 2013 during the graduation ceremony at the Arkansas State Capitol Building Rotunda in Little Rock. They are part of a graduating class of 45 Delta leaders that will now join the Delta Leadership Network, the organization of alumni – that now includes 300 leaders from across the Delta region – of the Delta Leadership Institute.

The Delta Leadership Institute is a year-long program designed to foster collaborative regional initiatives across the Delta region. Throughout the year participants worked with other Delta leaders to enhance leadership skills while developing a regional perspective and vision.  Participants graduate with two certifications – Crucial Conversations and Influencer – in addition to recognition by the Delta Regional Authority. 

“The Delta Leadership Institute emphasizes regionalism within the Delta and encourages collaboration among our regional community leaders,” Delta Regional Authority Federal Co-Chairman Chris Masingill said. “We charge these graduates to return to their communities to lead and transform the Delta region.

“Leaders with vision, skill and determination are a community’s most valuable asset. I commend the graduates of the Delta Leadership Institute for expanding their leadership capacity and dedicating themselves to building a brighter future for their neighbors, our state and the region,” Governor Robert Bentley said.

“The Delta Regional Authority’s Leadership Institute provides invaluable leadership skills that help enable its students to work effectively in their communities,” U.S. Representative Mike Rogers said. “I am pleased to congratulate the graduates from the state of Alabama, and look forward to seeing the impact of their work for years to come.” 

The Delta Regional Authority is a federal-state partnership that serves 252 counties and parishes in parts of Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee.  The Delta Leadership Institute is possible through a strong relationship with the United States Department of Agriculture.  The Rural Communities Advancement Program funds regional initiatives with the guiding principal to create greater leverage for additional funding, collaboration, and partnerships with private and public resources for community and project investment in the Delta region.
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