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Bentley awards grant to reduce domestic violence in Lawrence County
MONTGOMERY—Domestic violence victims in Lawrence County will continue to receive support from a dedicated law enforcement unit thanks to a $92,650 grant from Gov. Robert Bentley.

The Lawrence County Domestic Violence Unit responds to domestic disturbances, works with victims and offenders to reduce occurrences and connects victims with additional assistance.

“Domestic violence causes pain and suffering for individuals and families,” Bentley said. “I commend the staff of the Lawrence County program for their dedication to breaking patterns of abuse and assisting victims.”


The unit is made up of a director and two sheriff’s deputies who respond to domestic disturbances. In addition to ending the conflict and arresting abusers. The unit helps victims get medical and mental health assistance if needed. 
The domestic violence unit works with local and state agencies including the Department of Human Resources, Safeplace Inc. and the county District Attorney’s Office to provide victims with counseling, safe housing and help with obtaining protection orders. To help break patterns of abuse, special education programs are available for offenders.


The unit responded to 194 domestic violence related-calls and made 42 arrests from January to September 2011, officials said. 

Bentley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award. Local matching funds of $30,883 will supplement the grant.

Bentley informed Bobby Burch, County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.
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