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Bentley awards grant to help nonprofit reach underserved victims
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $10,000 grant to help a nonprofit organization reach out to more victims of domestic violence.  

Florence-based Safeplace will use the grant to support its Hispanic/Rural Services project to assist victims in Franklin, Marion and Winston counties. The distance between Safeplace’s headquarters in Florence and victims’ homes in the neighboring counties is sometimes a barrier to providing full services, agency officials said. The grant will allow Safeplace to have personnel in the three counties to provide on-site services like the advocacy program, in which staff members accompany victims to court.

Safeplace has an Hispanic liaison to support victims among the area’s Hispanic population. The organization also prints Spanish-language versions of its brochures and posters.  
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Justice.
Bentley notified Tom Whatley, president of Safeplace’s board, that he had approved the grant.
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