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Bentley awards grant to assist Stevenson with new jobs
MONTGOMERY— A $150,000 grant awarded by Gov. Robert Bentley to the city of Stevenson will assist in the creation of 30 jobs. 

The funds will help the city with improvements that will enable Magnolia Investments of Alabama to build a 15,000-square-foot sawmill to produce components for white oak barrels. The barrels will be used by the Jack Daniels Distillery in nearby Lynchburg, Tenn. and other affiliated distilleries.  

“My administration welcomes opportunities to help businesses build or expand in our state and provide employment for Alabamians,” Bentley said. “I am pleased to assist with this project and I appreciate the hard work and support provided by local and regional officials to make this a reality.”
CDBG funds will allow the city to expand public water to the facility which will be located on a 55-acre site off U.S. 72 north of Stevenson. The city has pledged $68,113 for the project. 

Magnolia Investments is a division of Brown-Forman Cooperage which operates similar mills in Clifton, Tenn. and Jackson, Ohio. The Stevenson plant is being built to meet growing demands and the expansion of Jack Daniel’s brand products, according to company officials.  

Bentley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
Bentley notified Mayor James R. Steele that the grant had been approved. 
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