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Bentley Awards Grant to Aid Abuse Victims in Three Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $42,500 grant to help a specialized unit continue working on behalf of victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking.

The 24th Judicial Circuit Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Unit prosecutes abuse cases and assists victims in Fayette, Lamar and Pickens counties. The unit also conducts educational programs to increase public awareness of domestic violence and trains law enforcement on how to recognize the signs of domestic abuse.

“Abusers must be held accountable for their actions,” Bentley said. “I commend the unit for working to obtain justice for victims.”


The unit includes a prosecutor, a victim services officer and an administrative assistant. The prosecutor handles all the domestic violence cases that are filed in district or circuit court.


The victim services officer helps victims find safe housing and counseling programs. 
Unit officials target the most serious domestic violence cases for priority attention. These cases are prosecuted in an expedited manner due to use of a weapon, existence of significant physical injury or an established pattern of domestic violence including threats of death or serious physical injury.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
Bentley notified Tim Browning, Pickens County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $14,167 will supplement the grant.
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