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Bentley Awards Planning Grant to Aid Sumter County 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $40,000 grant to help Sumter County chart a course to a better future. 
The Community Development Block Grant will enable the county to develop a strategic plan to improve the lives of their residents on numerous fronts including industrial development and increased employment, infrastructure, recreation, tourism and other essentials. 
“Planning grants not only enable local governments to establish important goals, but they also outline methods of achievement,” Bentley said. “I am confident this study will be a valuable tool for boosting the quality of life in Sumter County.”

The Sumter County Commission will consult local and regional agencies and the private and public sector to devise the plan. The commission also will set a series of public meetings and establish advisory committees to share information and obtain ideas necessary to compile the plan. 
The commission has pledged $8,000 in local funding for the project. 

Bentley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bentley informed Commission Chairman Ben Walker that the grant had been approved. 
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