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Bentley Awards Madison County Commission Anti-Domestic Violence Grant
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded a $30,000 grant to the Madison County Commission to assist a unit that prosecutes domestic violence cases in the county and supports victims.

 The Prosecution Coordinated Enhanced Response to Domestic Violence Unit is a combined effort of the District Attorney’s Office, Sheriff’s Department, Circuit Court Clerk’s Office and Suspended Work Release Program. The unit also works closely with the Huntsville Police Department’s Domestic Violence Task Force and Hope Place, Inc., a shelter for domestic violence victims.

“Domestic abuse can destroy lives and devastate families,” Bentley said. “The officials, staff and organizations involved in this unit are trying to lessen the impact of domestic violence by prosecuting abusers and aiding victims.”

The unit employs a sheriff’s deputy who specializes in domestic violence cases and an investigator and two assistants who collect information for prosecutors. Another staff member helps victims obtain protection orders.


Since first receiving grant funds for the unit in 1997, the District Attorney’s Office has prosecuted more than 4,500 domestic violence cases.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. Local matching funds of $10,000 have been committed to the unit.

Bentley notified Mike Gillespie, Madison County Commission chairman, that the grant had been approved. 
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