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Bentley Awards $800,000 for Sewer Improvements in West Alabama
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded Community Development Block Grants to fix sewer system problems in two west Alabama cities.
A $350,000 grant was awarded to Linden in Marengo County while the Sumter County city of Livingston is receiving $450,000.
“The Community Development Block Grant program funds important projects that improve the quality of life for many Alabamians,” said Bentley. “I am pleased that we are able to help officials in these two communities to improve services and eliminate a potential health risk.”


Linden’s original sewer system was completed in the 1950s and received some renovations in 1983. This project will replace 5,000 feet of sewer lines in the Martin Luther King neighborhood. The condition of the current clay lines allows infiltration of surface water into the system when it rains causing raw sewage to overflow. The project will include other repairs to the sewer system including improvements to 20 manholes. The city is providing $35,000 toward the project.

In Livingston, the grant will fund the rehabilitation of one sewage pump station and the replacement of another. According to city officials, the approximate life span of a pump station is 30 years, but its main pump station is 43 years old and another has been in use for 38 years. When a pump station fails, overflows occur which create a health and safety hazard, especially for maintenance workers who make repairs to the stations. The city will add $92,500 to the grant and will retrofit the main pump station with new pumps and replace the second station.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.


Bentley notified mayors Mitzi Gates of Linden and Thomas Tartt of Livingston that the grants had been approved.
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