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Bentley Awards Grants to Assist Assault Victims in North Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Robert Bentley has awarded grants totaling $252,909 to continue services for abuse victims in Cullman County.
Bentley awarded three grants amounting to $158,479 to Victim Services of Cullman and a $94,430 grant to the Child Advocacy Center of Cullman Inc. Both agencies offer their services at no charge to victims. 
 “Domestic violence is a terrible crime that affects Alabamians of all walks of life,” Bentley said. “These organizations offer professional care to help victims and their families get through the ordeal of abuse.”

The grants to Victim Services will provide counseling and medical and legal assistance to Cullman County children and adults who were abused or witnessed abuse. Funding also will help provide shelter and support services for victims. Abusers who recognize their behavior is wrong and request help can attend a 24-week program conducted by Victim Services. 

Victims Services will use a $43,427 grant to prevent domestic violence through education programs for schools and community events in Cullman, Marshall and Winston counties. A portion of the funding will be used to train law enforcement, medical professionals, social workers and other first responders in those three counties on assisting abuse victims.

The Child Advocacy Center responds to child abuse cases in Cullman County by offering medical and mental health services to victims and court assistance to help prosecute offenders. 

In addition to grants, both agencies depend heavily on local contributions for their operations and always need volunteers to assist with their numerous program. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Bentley notified Kenosha Davenport, Victim Services project director, and Dale Gambrill, board president of the Child Advocacy Center, that the grants had been approved. 
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