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Grant to Help Create 100 New Jobs in Demopolis 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $460,000 grant to help bring 100 new jobs to Marengo County. 

CTCO Shipyard of Alabama plans to open a manufacturing and servicing center in an existing building on an 88-acre site in the Demopolis Airport Industrial Park. The company will build and service tow and tug boats and barges.  

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to renovate a 1.5-mile railroad spur connecting the plant to the main line of Norfolk Southern Railroad.

“The announcement of new jobs anywhere in Alabama is always good news, but I am especially pleased when a business chooses to operate in the Black Belt region,” Riley said. “In addition to obtaining an excellent site, CTCO Shipyard will find an eager workforce and a cooperative community.” 
Riley created the Alabama Black Belt Action Commission in 2004 to help improve the standard of living in a 12-county region that includes Marengo County. 

The site chosen by the company is located near U.S. 80 and along the Tombigbee River. It was previously used by Bergeron Barge. CTCO Shipyard of Alabama is part of the Houma, La.-based Cenac Towing Co.
Riley notified Demopolis Mayor Mike Grayson that the funding had been approved. Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

CDBG awards help develop communities by providing decent housing, suitable living environments and expanded economic opportunities for persons of low- or moderate-income.
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