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Riley Awards Grants for Employee Training in North Alabama 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $348,453 in grants to assist seven north Alabama companies strengthen their businesses through employee training programs. 
The training is designed to reduce waste, increase production and make the companies more competitive in the global market. Employees who participate in the training also can expect increased opportunities for promotions and pay increases. 

Grants awarded include $50,000 each to J & A Finishing Co. Inc., Kinney Industries and Advanced Federal Services Corp., $49,900 to Digium Inc., $49,642 to ATI Wah Chang, $49,283 to Sigmatech Inc., all of Madison County and $49,628 to Lee Precision Machine Shop of Limestone County. 
“In this day of global trade, Alabama companies and their employees must produce high quality products and services efficiently and economically,” Riley said. “These businesses and employees are working together to increase productivity and stay competitive.”
Two hundred workers will take part in the individualized training to help them improve performance and efficiency. In several cases, the companies receiving the training also obtain certification that makes them eligible to compete for additional work.  The companies are required to pay a portion of the training expense. 

Riley notified company representatives that the grants had been approved. The grants are being administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, and funding was provided through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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