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Grant to Help Sexual Assault Victims in Central Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Rape victims in five central Alabama counties will continue to have access to 
professional assistance to help them recover thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley 

Birmingham-based Crisis Center Inc. will use the $113,464 grant for its Rape Response and Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner programs which provide counseling and medical exams to victims in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, St. Clair and Walker counties.

“Compassionate, timely assistance is vital to helping victims overcome the physical and emotional trauma,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s staff and volunteers for providing much-needed support to victims.”

The center’s specially trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners perform exams of victims in a private facility to collect crime evidence. The center also operates a volunteer medical advocacy program for rape victims who go to hospital emergency rooms. The advocates provide emotional support, information on services available at the Crisis Center and a change of clothes.

The Rape Response program includes individual counseling and support groups for victims and their children. The center also refers victims to local social service agencies if they need further support.
In 2008, the center provided medical advocacy to 264 victims and conducted 386 individual counseling sessions. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley informed Michael Falligant, the center’s executive director, that he had approved the grant. Matching funds of $28,366 are supplementing the award.
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