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Riley Announces Grant to Encourage Energy Conservation 

Among K-12 Students
MONTGOMERY— Many Alabama students will learn the advantages of conserving energy, including some hands-on experience with alternative energy, thanks to a $100,000 grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley.   


The Appalachian Regional Commission grant will enable the Waste Reduction and Technology Foundation to hold up to 18 energy efficiency workshops for teachers in the 37-county ARC region of Alabama and to install solar panels at two schools. WRATT is a group of retired scientists, engineers and other professionals dedicated to helping public agencies and private businesses conserve energy. 

“Now, more than ever, it is important to instill in our youth the value of energy conservation,” Riley said. “These projects will help students realize the positive impact they can make by incorporating energy efficiency into their daily lives and will give them a firsthand look at alternative energy.”

WRATT will conduct the workshops for K-12 science teachers in the next 12 months focused on the energy efficiency and alternative energy. The teachers will receive materials from the workshops that they can use to teach their students about energy conservation. WRATT officials say participation in energy-efficiency workshops and classes often results in a change in attitude about energy conservation and improved conservation habits. 

The foundation will select and partner with two schools to install solar panels that will generate electricity to offset a portion of the schools’ electric bills. The project will give students a demonstration of how sunlight is converted into electricity. WRATT will help teachers in develop lesson plans that incorporate the solar panels. 

Upon Riley’s recommendation, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to the ARC for approval. Riley informed Danny Patterson, WRATT executive director, that the grant had been approved. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. 
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