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Riley Awards Grant to Extend Brookwood Sewer Services  
MONTGOMERY— A $200,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help preserve 42 existing jobs and encourage development along an interstate exit in Tuscaloosa County. 
The Community Development Block Grant awarded to Brookwood will enable the town to extend its sewer services to the Covered Bridge Road interchange on Interstate 59/20. An immediate benefit will be the retention of jobs at a multi-business truck center in danger of closing because of sewage problems. Town officials anticipate that the service extension also will help bring other businesses to the area. 
“Basic community services are an essential component for economic prosperity and job growth, Riley said. “I hope this CDBG project will bring new opportunities to Brookwood.” 

Mary’s Travel Center, which includes a service station and two restaurants, could be forced to close because of health violations due to its failing, on-site private sewer system. Repairing or replacing the system is too costly, according to town officials. 

The grant will be used to resolve the crisis by connecting the business to the town’s sewer system. In addition to providing jobs, the travel center generates $10,000 a month in tax revenue for the town. 
The extension also could make it possible to eventually provide service to area households that currently rely on private septic systems.  
Riley notified Mayor Alton Hyche that the funding had been approved. A local match of $137,400 is being provided for the project.  

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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