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Riley Announces Loan to Help Athens Schools Save Energy
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has announced that the Athens City School System will receive $464,246 for energy upgrades to two elementary schools.  


The school system will use the zero-interest loan to improve the energy efficiency of Athens and Brookhill elementary schools.


“Energy-efficiency improvements to public buildings are a good investment for taxpayers and the environment,” Riley said. “I commend the Athens school system for taking steps to save energy and money.” 


The school system will replace the current lighting fixtures in both schools with lower-wattage systems that produce an equivalent amount of light using less energy. The new fixtures can be expected to cut energy use up to 40 percent, according to data from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

The upgrades also will include installation of equipment to automatically reduce heating and cooling when the schools are not occupied. Energy will be saved on school mornings by starting heating and cooling equipment in phases rather than simultaneously. The schools also will install systems that adjust the speed of cooling system motors according to demand. Most systems currently run at full speed even when partial cooling is needed. 

School officials estimate that the upgrades will cut energy bills enough to repay the loan with the savings in less than eight years. 

Riley awarded the loan as part of the Local Government Energy Loan Program administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. The program helps municipal and county governments and schools pay the up-front costs of energy-saving improvements. Loan recipients are required repay the funds in periodic installments within 10 years.
Riley notified Superintendent Orman Bridges Jr. that he had approved the loan.   
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