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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abused Children in Pike County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $47,310 grant to ensure that child victims of sexual or physical abuse can receive needed assistance.
The grant enables the Pike Regional Child Advocacy Center to respond at the first sign of abuse, provide children with support during legal proceedings and provide follow-up care. The center currently serves victims in Pike County, but plans to extend services to Coffee and Bullock counties by the end of the year.
“When child abuse occurs, the victim needs immediate access to professional, compassionate care,” said Riley. “I commend the staff of Pike Regional for providing that care.”
At the center, victims receive counseling and other needed assistance. Professional forensic exams are conducted to provide evidence useful for the prosecution of abusers.
The center provides a comfortable environment in which children can talk about the abuse; because the organization coordinates with law enforcement agencies, the child does not have to tell the abuse story multiple times.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. Matching funds of $11,827 will supplement the award.

Riley notified Scherryl Harrison, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.
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