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Riley Awards Grant for Drug War in Escambia County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $80,000 grant to assist Escambia County’s battle against illegal drugs.
The Escambia County Commission will use the grant to help fund the 21st Circuit Drug Task Force. The task force reduces the prevalence of illegal drugs in the county by investigating, arresting and prosecuting drug offenders.
 

“Illegal drugs breed crime and violence, and those who distribute them must be caught and taken off the streets,” Riley said. “I am pleased to join the drug task force in sending the message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated in our communities.”

The task force is a joint operation of the Atmore, Brewton, East Brewton and Flomaton police departments, the district attorney’s office and the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office. The agencies work together to disrupt drug organizations and their shipments, share intelligence relating to illegal drug activities and prosecute the dealers and users of illegal drugs. The task force also works to reduce the illegal distribution of prescription drugs.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Riley notified David Stokes, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of at least $8,000 have been committed to the task force.
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