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Riley Awards $759,278 to Help Victims in Central Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $759,278 to support four nonprofit organizations that help victims of child abuse, domestic violence and sexual assault in central Alabama.
Child Protect Inc. will use a $66,490 grant to continue assisting child abuse victims in Autauga, Chilton, Elmore and Montgomery counties. The organization conducts investigative interviews and provides a family advocate to help victims navigate the legal system. Child Protect also offers support groups and counseling for child victims and family members not involved in the abuse. 

Two grants totaling $567,373 will enable the Family Sunshine Center to continue supporting domestic violence victims in Autauga, Butler, Chilton, Crenshaw, Elmore, Lowndes and Montgomery counties. The center offers victims safe shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, counseling and support groups. The center also provides on-site medical services for victims staying at the shelter. Center staff members teach techniques to stop abusive behavior through its End Violence Effectively Now intervention program.
A $12,664 grant will help the Lighthouse Counseling Center aid sexual assault victims in Autauga, Butler, Crenshaw, Elmore, Lowndes and Montgomery counties. The center uses specially trained volunteer registered nurses who examine victims in a private facility to spare victims the stress of visiting a hospital emergency room where privacy is limited and wait times are often lengthy. The center also operates a 24-hour crisis hotline and provides individual and group counseling.

The S.T.E.P. Foundation will receive $113,415 to continue family violence prevention programs at Paterson Elementary, McIntyre Middle and McKee Junior High schools in Montgomery. The program uses classroom educational sessions and home visits to help families avoid violence and resolve anger and conflicts peacefully. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services.
Riley notified Ed Reifenberg of Child Protect, Jeanie Holloway of the Family Sunshine Center, Douglas Lindley of the Lighthouse Counseling Center and Col. Tom Danielson of the S.T.E.P. Foundation that the grants had been approved.
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