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Riley Awards $307,050 to Aid Domestic Violence Victims
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $307,050 to support four nonprofit organizations dedicated to helping domestic violence victims in several central Alabama counties. 
Riley awarded two grants totaling $92,820 to help SafeHouse of Shelby County continue sheltering victims in Clay, Coosa and Shelby counties. Other services offered by the organization include counseling, a 24-hour crisis hotline, support groups for victims’ children and advocates to help victims navigate the legal system.
Two grants totaling $70,445 will help 2nd Chance Inc. continue aiding victims in Calhoun, Cleburne and Talladega counties. The organization provides emergency shelter and counseling for victims and their children.

The Family Resource Center of Northwest Alabama will use a $79,960 grant to continue operating a crisis hotline and shelter for victims in Walker County. The center also provides transportation, operates a court advocacy program to help victims through each step of the legal process and refers victims to other community agencies that may provide additional assistance.
 

With a $63,825 grant, the YWCA of Birmingham will continue assisting victims in Blount, Jefferson and St. Clair counties. At its Family Violence Center in Birmingham, the organization offers victims a secure, confidential place to stay for up to 30 days as well as counseling and support groups. Satellite programs in rural areas of Blount and St. Clair counties assist victims who previously have not had access to professional services.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.
Riley notified Lewis Burks of SafeHouse, Pati Tiller of 2nd Chance, Bill Adair of Family Resource Center and Suzanne Durham of YWCA that the grants had been approved.
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