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Riley Awards Grants to Assist Victims of 

Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault in North Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $258,411 for services to support victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in north Alabama.

Huntsville-based Crisis Services of North Alabama will use two grants totaling $193,777 to assist victims in Jackson, Limestone, Madison and Morgan counties. The organization’s Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner Program supplies immediate medical services to rape victims and its HELPline offers 24-hour telephone counseling to help victims cope with abuse.  Other services offered by Crisis Services include emergency shelter, court advocacy and prevention education.

A $64,634 grant will help the Shoals Crisis Center continue its Rape Response program for sexual assault victims in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence and Marion counties. The trained staff and volunteers at the center answer calls to a 24-hour crisis line and respond to local hospitals to provide emotional support, information, advocacy and referrals to victims.  Rape Response also provides guidance through legal proceedings, counseling and support groups.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
Riley notified Twana Lee of Crisis Services and Patricia Zeff of the Shoals Crisis Center that the grants had been approved. Matching funds of $46,986 will supplement the grants to Crisis Services and $16,159 will supplement the grant to the Shoals Crisis Center.
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