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Riley Awards $200,000 to Create New Jobs in Athens
MONTGOMERY— A $200,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help with the expansion of a Limestone County business and create 25 new jobs. 

The Community Development Block Grant awarded to the city of Athens will aid in the relocation of Custom Polymers from its current site to a larger building in the Elm Industrial Park.  Custom Polymers, which already employs 25 people, produces and sells recycled plastic. 

“The expansion of Custom Polymers is a story of commitment, cooperation and hard work from company representatives, local officials and employees,” Riley said. “I am pleased to play a role in this project.”
Custom Polymers, an international business, will purchase the 50,000-square-foot building owned by Limestone County Economic Development Association. The building, constructed by the city of Athens, was designed to provide immediate space for new or expanding industries. 

The recycled plastic, produced in pellet form by the Custom Polymer, is used in the manufacturing of bottles, clothing, fencing and benches. 

CDBG funding will be used to build a rail spur connecting the building to a main railroad line. The rail line link is a vital part of transporting the product, company officials say. 

Local matching funds of $508,800 have been pledged for the relocation project by Custom Polymers, the city of Athens and the Limestone County Commission. 

Riley notified Mayor Dan Williams that the CDBG funding had been approved.  
The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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