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West Alabama Communities to Benefit from CDBG Funding

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a total of $1.2 million in Community Development Block Grants to address major safety and health hazards and improve the quality of life in west Alabama.

The town of Moundville was awarded a $400,000 grant to repair or replace damaged sewer lines in the downtown area and Hale County was awarded a $400,000 grant to improve rural water service. 
A $400,000 grant was awarded to the town of Boligee to renovate more than a dozen houses and connect 38 houses to the town’s sewer system. The housing rehabilitation will include measures to conserve energy and reduce utility costs for homeowners
“These are vital projects that local governments otherwise would be unable to afford,” Riley said. “This funding will make it possible for more residents to enjoy the basic public services that most of us take for granted.”

Moundville, which has been fined by state environments for sewer-related pollution, will replace many of the clay sewer pipes that were installed in the 1960s. Hale County plans to double the size of water lines along County Road 21 north of Greensboro to increase water pressure for customers and reduce interruption of services. 

Improved and expanded sewer services will address health concerns caused by some broken city sewer lines discharging sewage directly onto the ground. Similar problems exist for residents served by faulty septic tanks. 
CDBG awards are intended to help develop viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable living environment and by expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- or moderate-income. Funding is provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The program is administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 

The governor notified Mayors R.O. Morrison of Moundville and Walter Taylor of Boligee and Chairman Leland Avery of the Hale County Commission that the grants had been approved. 
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