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Riley Grants Help Drug and Violence Prevention 

Programs in Hale and Pickens Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $45,483 in grants to help children in Hale and Pickens counties avoid the dangers of violence and drug use.
The Big Brothers Big Sisters of West Alabama will receive a $22,173 grant to provide mentoring services to children in single-parent households. The organization, based in Tuscaloosa, will partner with the Hale County School System to implement the program. Students from Hale County High School will be recruited to mentor children referred to the program from Moundville Elementary School.
A $23,310 grant to the Pickens County Family Resource Center will help them implement the “Youth on Track” program for students in public, private and Pickens County Alternative schools. The program will use a curriculum called “Too Good for Drugs and Violence” to help children choose to avoid drugs and violence.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Education.

Riley notified Nikki Richardson, executive director for Big Brothers Big Sisters of West Alabama, and Wayne McElroy, board chairman of Pickens County Family Resource Center, that the grants had been approved.
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