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Riley Awards Grants to Help West Alabama Victims 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $177,150 in grants to provide professional support to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in west Alabama.
Turning Point, located in Tuscaloosa, will use the funding to continue serving domestic violence and sexual assault victims in Bibb, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties. The organization also helps sexual assault victims in Greene, Marengo and Sumter counties.
“A person who becomes the victim of abuse or assault needs a place to turn for immediate assistance,” said Riley. “I commend Turning Point for serving victims and helping them to recover.”
Turning Point, a nonprofit corporation, has helped domestic violence victims since 1979 and sexual assault victims since 1992. The organization offers emergency shelter, 24-hour crisis intervention, counseling, information and referrals. Staff members also help the child and family navigate the court system.
To ensure that victims receive thorough assistance, Turning Point staff follow up with those who have left the shelter to see if any additional services are needed.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services.

Matching funds of $41,288 will supplement the grants.

Riley notified Pauline Mills, president of the organization’s board of directors, that the grants had been approved.
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